ELEMENTARY SCHOOL UNIFORM POLICY

School uniforms help create an environment conducive to learning. Students at the Abby Kelley Foster Regional Charter School are required to wear uniforms. This policy is designed to allow students to focus their attention on academics. 

To ensure that the school’s uniform policy has the desired effect, it is important that it be implemented consistently. School leaders, faculty and staff will do their best to respond immediately to violations of the policy. First-time offenders will be required to change into a uniform from the spare uniform bank, if possible, and the parent will be contacted. The second time a student arrives at school out of uniform the parents will be called to bring the student a uniform.

Families are expected to support the school when out-of-uniform issues arise. The family will be expected to bring the child what is needed, or the child will not be allowed to return to class.

The Elementary School Director reserves the right to make minor changes to the uniform guidelines to enforce the spirit of the dress code. The color and style of the uniforms will not be altered; however, provisions for jewelry and hair are subject to change.


All students are required to wear sneakers while participating in gym. Those students without sneakers will receive a zero for that class. 
A uniform bank is maintained at the school for families in need, for students not following the dress code and/or for children who soil their clothes during the school day and require a change. If a financial need exists in your family and you would like to take advantage of this resource, please contact the receptionist. Donated items may be dropped off with one of the school receptionists. 

Note: It may be easiest for you to obtain your uniforms from Neil Robert’s (located on Millbrook Street in Worcester) or from the Lands End catalog. Our school is a preferred member, so any uniforms purchased from Lands End will yield the school a 3% return on the total order. 
UNIFORM GUIDELINES GRADES K – 4 

Uniform Shirts
Color: Burgundy with or without the AKF logo

Style: Knit polo/golf shirt with a collar, long or short sleeves

Stripes, logos or designs other than the Abby Kelley Foster logo are not allowed on the shirts. Shirts must be tucked in and clean. Not all burgundy shirts are acceptable; for example, cotton dress shirts, T-shirts, or sweatshirts are not part of the uniform.

Uniform Pants
Color: Khaki

Style: Chino pants, shorts, skirt, skort or jumper

All bottoms must fit comfortably; they should not be tight or baggy. Pants should be straight legged. No styles of bell-bottoms or flares are allowed. Pants should be worn at the waist and should not have ragged cuffs or fall below the top of the heel of the shoe. Skirts, skorts and jumpers must be knee length; no floor length skirts or mini-skirts. Khaki denim or denim-style pants are not allowed. Cargo pants (or pants with large pockets), capris or jams are not allowed.
Shoes

Color: black, brown or dark brown
Shoes should have a closed toe and heel; no clogs, sandals, or any shoes deemed unsafe will be permitted. Work boots are not allowed. Heels should not exceed two inches (2”) from the back top of the heel to the bottom. Students should bring sneakers for gym class, but they must change out of them after class. An exception is made for students in kindergarten and first grade who may wear their sneakers all day on gym days. Students may wear boots to school on snowy days, but must change into school shoes upon arrival. A boot is defined as any footwear that covers the ankle bone.

Socks

Color: White, khaki, burgundy, brown or black

Style: Ankle socks, knee socks, or tights

Plain socks must be worn. Nylon stockings are not appropriate. Peds or socks that fall just above the top of the shoe are not allowed. No designs, stripes or logos on the socks are allowed. 


Belt
Black or brown
Belts should match the color of the shoes. Designs and other colors are not allowed. Students are required to wear a belt if there are belt loops on his or her pants, shorts, skort or skirt.
Jewelry

Students may wear one pair of simple stud earrings or very small hoops. Necklaces are discouraged. An exception will be made for items worn inside a shirt, invisible to anyone else. Rings, bracelets, chokers and similar items are not allowed. One warning will be made asking the student to conceal or put away the jewelry. After that, teachers reserve the right to take possession of the item. Parents will be contacted to make arrangements to pick up the item at their convenience.

Watches are allowed as long as they are not a distraction to the student and/or the class. Body piercing is not acceptable or appropriate.

Sweater
Burgundy cardigan

Appearance
Makeup
Makeup, including nail polish and hair/body glitter, is not allowed. Students will be asked to remove it. No tattoos, including temporary tattoos, are allowed.
Hair
Hair must be kept clean, neat, and out of the eyes. Students may not wear drastic hairstyles such as tails or designs shaved into the hair (e.g., Nike “swoosh” logo) Unnatural hair colors are considered extreme and not allowed. No bandanas or other decorative items in the hair are allowed.

