Middle School Summer Reading Project – 2019

Every student attending Abby Kelley Foster Charter Middle School is REQUIRED to
read two books during the summer. Each student will read the required book on the list
for his/her grade level along with one additional choice book from the list attached.
Grade Required Book
Students will participate in classroom activities during the first 2 weeks of school to
assess their understanding of the grade level required text.

INCOMING 4TH GRADE
Required Book
Because of Winn Dixie
The summer Opal and her father, the preacher, move to Naomi, Florida, Opal goes
into the Winn-Dixie supermarket and comes out with a dog. A big, ugly, suffering dog
with a sterling sense of humor. A dog she dubs Winn-Dixie. Because of Winn-Dixie,
the preacher tells Opal ten things about her absent mother, one for each year Opal has
been alive. Winn-Dixie is better at making friends than anyone Opal has ever known,
and together they meet the local librarian, Miss Franny Block, who once fought off a
bear with a copy of War and Peace. They meet Gloria Dump, who is nearly blind but
sees with her heart, and Otis, an ex-con who sets the animals in his pet shop loose
after hours, then lulls them with his guitar. Opal spends all that sweet summer
collecting stories about her new friends, and thinking about her mother. But because
of Winn-Dixie or perhaps because she has grown, Opal learns to let go, just a little,
and that friendship-and forgiveness-can sneak up on you like a sudden summer storm.

Author
DiCamillo,
Kate

INCOMING 5TH GRADE
Required Book

Author

Hatchet

Paulsen, Gary

On his way to visit his recently divorced father in the Canadian mountains, thirteenyear old Brian Robeson is the only survivor when the single-engine plane crashes. His
body battered, his clothes in shreds, Brian must now stay alive in the boundless
Canadian wilderness. More than a survival story, Hatchet is a tale of tough decisions.
When all is stripped down to the barest essentials, Brian discovers some stark and
simple truths: Self-pity doesn't work. Despair doesn't work. And if Brian is to survive
physically as well as mentally, he must discover courage.

INCOMING 6TH GRADE
Required Book
The Sign of the Beaver
Although he faces responsibility bravely, thirteen-year-old Matt is more than a little
apprehensive when his father leaves him alone to guard their new cabin in the
wilderness. When a renegade white stranger steals his gun, Matt knows he has no way
to shoot game or to protect himself. Only after meeting the proud, resourceful Indian
boy, Attean, does Matt begin to understand the way of the Beaver clan and their
growing problem in adapting to the white man and the changing frontier. Left alone to
guard the family's wilderness home in eighteenth-century Maine, a boy is hard-pressed
to survive until local Indians teach him their skills.

Author
Speare,
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George

INCOMING 7TH GRADE
Required Book
When You Reach Me
By sixth grade, Miranda and her best friend, Sal, know how to navigate their New
York City neighborhood. They know where it's safe to go, and they know who to
avoid. Like the crazy guy on the corner.
But things start to unravel. Sal gets punched by a kid on the street for what seems like
no reason, and he shuts Miranda out of his life. The apartment key that Miranda's
mom keeps hidden for emergencies is stolen. And then a mysterious note arrives,
scrawled on a tiny slip of paper. The notes keep coming, and Miranda slowly realizes
that whoever is leaving them knows things no one should know. Each message brings
her closer to believing that only she can prevent a tragic death. Until the final note
makes her think she's too late.

Author
Stead,
Rebecca

Personal Choice Book Summer Reading Assignment
For this year’s summer reading, you will complete a book journal around the book you
have chosen from the Personal Choice Book List. You must complete the front and back
cover of the journal and 6 out of the 10 pages inside the journal. This will be your
“ticket” to our annual pizza lunch book group. Students who do not complete their
journal will not be allowed to participate in the pizza party book clubs. The journal is due
to your homeroom teacher no later than Friday, August 24th.
Front Cover: Design a new cover for the book. Include the Title and Author. Put your
name on the front cover.
Back Cover: Write a review of the book. Give it a rating out of 5 stars and explain why.

Personal Choice Books

(All students must read at least one during the summer and must complete the packet provided)

Incoming 4th & 5th Grade

Author

The First Rule of Punk

Celia C.
Perez

Twelve-year-old María Luisa O’Neill-Morales, aka Malú, loves punk-rock
music, hanging out at her father’s indie record store, and making zines. She
doesn’t love moving from her home in Gainesville, Florida, to Chicago for her
professor mother’s two-year appointment at a university. Although she loves
both of her amicably divorced parents, Malú—who favors Chuck Taylors and
music T’s—feels closer to her laid-back, artsy white father than her supportive
but critical academic mother, whom she calls “SuperMexican.” At Malú’s new
majority-Latino school, she quickly makes an enemy of beautiful Selena, who
calls her a “coconut” (brown on the outside, white on the inside) and warns her
about falling in with the class “weirdos.” Malú does befriend the school
misfits (one activist white girl and two fellow “coconuts”) and enlists them to
form a band to play a punk song at the Fall Fiesta.

Wendy
It’s been five years since Livy and her family have visited Livy’s grandmother Mass and
in Australia. Now that she’s back, Livy has the feeling she’s forgotten
Rebecca
something really, really important about Gran’s house.
Stead
Bob

It turns out she’s right. Bob, a short, greenish creature dressed in a chicken
suit, didn’t forget Livy, or her promise. He’s been waiting five years for her to
come back, hiding in a closet like she told him to. He can’t remember who—or
what—he is, where he came from, or if he even has a family. But five years
ago Livy promised she would help him find his way back home. Now it’s time
to keep that promise. Clue by clue, Livy and Bob will unravel the mystery of
where Bob comes from, and discover the kind of magic that lasts forever.
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Crenshaw

Katherine
Applegate

The Season of Styx Malone

Kekla
Magoon

Rain Reign

Ann M.
Martin

Hunger is a constant for soon-to-be fifth-grader Jackson and his family, and
the accompanying dizziness may be why his imaginary friend is back. A giant
cat named Crenshaw first appeared after Jackson finished first grade, when his
parents moved the family into their minivan for several months. Now they’re
facing eviction again, and Jackson’s afraid that he won’t be going to school
next year with his friend Marisol. When Crenshaw shows up on a surfboard,
Jackson, an aspiring scientist who likes facts, wonders whether Crenshaw is
real or a figment of his imagination. Jackson’s first-person narrative moves
from the present day, when he wishes that his parents understood that he’s old
enough to hear the truth about the family’s finances, to the first time they were
homeless and back to the present.

Cooler-than-cool newcomer Styx Malone takes the more-sheltered brothers
Caleb and Bobby Gene on a mischievous, path-altering, summer adventure of
a lifetime as they embrace the extraordinary possibilities beyond the everyday
in rural Indiana.
Readers may think an adventure such as they’ll find here wouldn’t be
possible in the present day; this story takes place outside, where nature, knowhow, creativity, and curiosity rule. Creeks, dirt roads, buried treasures, and
more make up the landscape in Sutton, Indiana. The three black adolescents
are enchanted with the miracle of the Great Escalator Trade, the mythic onething-leads-to-another bartering scheme that just might get them farther from
Sutton than they’ve ever dreamed. As they get deeper and deeper into cahoots
with Styx, they begin to notice that Styx harbors some secret ambitions of his
own, further twisting this grand summer journey. “How do you move through
the world knowing that you’re special, when no one else can see it?” begs the
soul of this novel.

Rose Howard has Asperger’s syndrome, and an obsession with homonyms
(even her name is a homonym). She gave her dog Rain a name with two
homonyms (Reign, Rein), which, according to Rose’s rules of homonyms, is
very special. Rain was a lost dog Rose’s father brought home. Rose and Rain
are practically inseparable. And they are often home alone, as Rose’s father
spends most evenings at a bar, and doesn’t have much patience for his specialneeds daughter. Just as a storm hits town, Rain goes missing. Rose’s father
shouldn’t have let Rain out. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if it means
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leaving her routines and safe places to search.

Personal Choice Books

(All students must read at least one during the summer and must complete the packet provided)

Incoming 6th & 7th Grade

Author

The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora

Pablo
Cartaya

Save the restaurant. Save the town. Get the girl. Make Abuela proud. Can
thirteen-year-old Arturo Zamora do it all or is he in for a BIG, EPIC FAIL?
For Arturo, summertime in Miami means playing basketball until dark, sipping
mango smoothies, and keeping cool under banyan trees. And maybe a few
shifts as junior lunchtime dishwasher at Abuelo's restaurant. Maybe. But this
summer also includes Carmen, a cute poetry enthusiast who moves into
Arturo's apartment complex and turns his stomach into a deep fryer. He almost
doesn't notice the smarmy land developer who rolls into town and threatens to
change it. Arturo refuses to let his family and community go down without a
fight, and as he schemes with Carmen, Arturo discovers the power of poetry
and protest through untold family stories and the work of Jose Marti.

Knockout

Levi just wants to be treated like a typical kid. As a baby, he had a serious
disease that caused him respiratory issues. He's fine now, but his mom and
overprotective brother still think of him as damaged, and his schoolmates see
him as the same class clown he's always been. He feels stuck. So when his
dad—divorced from his mom—suggests he take up boxing, he falls in love
with the sport. And when he finds out about a school with a killer boxing team
and a free-study curriculum, it feels like he's found a ticket to a new Levi. But
how can he tell his mom about boxing? And how can he convince his family
to set him free?

K.A. Holt

Rita
In the summer of 1968, after travelling from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, Williamsto spend a month with the mother they barely know, eleven-year-old Delphine Garcia
One Crazy Summer

and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome as they discover that their
mother, a dedicated poet and printer, is resentful of the intrusion of their visit.
The sisters are sent off to a Black Panther day camp, where Delphine finds
herself skeptical of the worldview of the militants while making the best of
their situation. Delphine is the pitch-perfect older sister, wise beyond her
years, an expert at handling her siblings: "Just like I know how to lift my
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sisters up, I also knew how to needle them just right."

Miracle's Boys

Jacqueline
Woodson

The Crowns of Croswald

D. E. Night

Nothing is like it used to be. If it were, Mama would still be alive. Papa
wouldn't have died. Thirteen-year-old Lafayette's older brother, Charlie
wouldn't have done time at a correctional facility. And oldest brother Ty'ree
would have gone to college instead of having to work full time to support the
three of them. If things were the same, Lafayette wouldn't be so full of
questions, like why Mama had to die, why Charlie hates him so much now,
and how they're all supposed to survive these times together when so much
seems to be set against them. This is the story of three remarkable young men;
brothers who have only each other to rely on and who must decide whether
they'll work with that or let it tear them apart.

For sixteen years Ivy Lovely has been hidden behind an enchanted boundary
that separates the mundane from the magical. When Ivy crosses the border, her
powers awaken. Curiosity leads her crashing through a series of adventures at
the Halls of Ivy, a school where students learn to master their magical blood
and the power of Croswald’s mysterious gems. When Ivy’s magic––and her
life––is threatened by the Dark Queen, she scrambles to unearth her history
and save Croswald before the truth is swept away forever.

