
Abby Kelley Foster Charter School
Greetings Abby Kelley families and staff:
 
As we enter the last week in October, we want to acknowledge how hard
everyone is working to adjust to this school year. We knew the pandemic
would have a detrimental effect on our students, and unfortunately, we are
seeing this in schools across the country.
 
Each day, AKFCS staff work with students who are struggling to settle into a
school routine. Students are re-learning many skills, most of which were not
used or practiced during the last 18 months. Those skills might be as basic as
raising hands to speak in class, sharing among peers, building stamina to
complete a full day of school, or working on academic topics through the
completion of in-class and homework.
 
Teachers and staff are adjusting as well. I see the teachers and administration
working tirelessly to assess students and plan individual strategies to ensure
ALL students have the right support they need to succeed in their current
grade. Other AKFCS staff work hard to ensure our students have additional
needs met--whether through check-ins with Guidance staff, upgraded
technology, breakfast/lunch (despite supply issues), and increased
opportunities for socialization, movement, and mask breaks.
 
We know many of our families are also working hard at home to help their
students adjust to being back in a routine, and those efforts are not going
unnoticed.
 
Now that we are more than two months into the school year, all of these efforts
are starting to show results. Teachers are reporting good academic progress in
many areas, students seem happy to be back in school, athletics and after
school clubs and activities have high levels of participation, and all of the
Social Emotional Learning supports and structures we planned for since last
year are starting to yield positive results. The past 18 months have been a
challenge, but everyone is giving their best efforts and it shows! We will have
much work to do, but we thank you for your continued perseverance.
 
COVID:
Efforts to contain the spread of COVID continue to be implemented with
ongoing cleaning, air purification, mask wearing, and hand washing



frequently. We are seeing an increase in other viruses and illnesses, and ask
that you please keep your student home if they are exhibiting any
symptoms. Our reporting to you continues nightly when we have positive
results to share, and as always, our District dashboard is updated weekly on
our website. 

ALICE Training for Lockdowns:
Wednesday, October 27 is a 1/2 day for all students in grades K-12. Once
students are dismissed that afternoon, the entire AKFCS staff (teachers, staff,
and employees from all departments) will meet at the High School for
simulation ALICE training as part of their annual Professional Development
series. I share this for your information only.

Have a great week and as always, be well!
 
Best
 
Heidi
 
Heidi Paluk
Interim Executive Director
Abby Kelley Foster Charter Public School
hpaluk@akfcs.org or 508-854-8400 ext. 3635

Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Survey

AKFCS has put a strong focus on supporting our student's educational
success and recovery this year by implementing the District wide goal of Social
Emotional Learning (SEL). Part of that process is to ask students to participate
in a survey on how they are doing with topics such as social awareness, self-
awareness, empathy, responsible decision making, and self-management. The
survey will help the district measure the cumulative data across the district and
work to improve student experiences and needed resources.

Please see the message from Dr. Cole sent early last week for more
information. We have compiled some Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
about SEL and the survey and have posted examples of survey questions on
our website for you to view.

Students in grades 3-12 will take the survey in the next week in school,
followed by two additional in-school surveys later this year (Winter and again in
Spring). Teachers will be assessing students in grades K-2 during these same
time periods. The results of these surveys will guide, inform and support our
efforts across the District to meet the needs of our students.

Parent Event on Social Emotional Learning

In addition, we invite all parents K-12 who are interested in learning about SEL
and how they can support their student as they adjust to this school year, to
attend a session with Dr. Carrie Cole and Mr. Jim Dunn, on Wednesday,
November 3, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. Translations assistance will be
made available. Please contact us if you plan to attend and require
translations.

http://www.akfcs.org
mailto:hpaluk@akfcs.org
http://www.akfcs.org
https://www.akfcs.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/SEL-Survey-Message-2.pdf
mailto:ccole@akfcs.org
https://www.akfcs.org/departments/guidance/
https://www.akfcs.org/departments/guidance/
https://akfcs-org.zoom.us/j/92776543392?pwd=RWdWVlJ4bkxGSWJTd2NrdXQxbG9DUT09
mailto:acabral@akfcs.org


Important Dates

Wednesday, October 27, 2021
Early Dismissal K-12 &

Board of Trustees Meeting

Thursday, October 28, 2021
Character Virtue Celebration in the Middle School

Friday, October 29, 2021
Book Character Day in the Elementary School

Senior Night at AKF Football Game at Kendrick Field

Wednesday, November 3, 2021
Families are invited to an online workshop presented by Jim Dunn, MS,

CMC,CCSP and Dr. Cole which will define what Social Emotional Learning is
and how it benefits and relates to a student’s executive functioning and

academic functioning. (On Zoom: link is available here & website.)

Please visit the District Calendar for a full listing of events and programs.

Emergency Contact Forms

Families were sent a link to their student's Emergency Contact Forms last
week. For those who have verified/updated their student's information, thank
you! Nearly 40% of AKFCS families have completed this important update.

If you have not yet made these updates, please take a moment to find the
message sent earlier this week with the subject "Important Emergency
Contact Information Update from AKF," and follow the directions to
complete these updates. Thank you for your support to get these updates
completed as quickly as possible. If you do not have the email, please contact
your students school Administrative Assistant (Mrs. Durkin, Ms. Thomas, or
Mrs. Fitzpatrick).

Enrollment Lottery Open for
2022/2023 School Year

Abby Kelley Enrollment is now open! The Admissions Web page has
everything families need to apply; the link to the online application, FAQs and
important dates to note for the Enrollment Lottery.

Applications for the Enrollment Lottery are for students who will be in
Kindergarten through sixth grade in the 2022-2023 school year. Applications
will be accepted through Monday, January 31, 2022.

We encourage you to share this information with family, friends, neighbors and
other community members who might be interested in applying to AKFCS for

http://www.akfcs.org
https://akfcs-org.zoom.us/j/92776543392?pwd=RWdWVlJ4bkxGSWJTd2NrdXQxbG9DUT09
https://www.akfcs.org/events/
http://www.akfcs.org/events
http://www.akfcs.org
mailto:adurkin@akfcs.org
mailto:nthomas@akfcs.org
mailto:kfitzpatrick@akfcs.org
https://www.akfcs.org/parents-students/admissions/


future admissions.

AKFCS Foundation News

The Abby Kelley Foster
Educational Foundation

The Abby Kelley Foster Educational
Foundation this week awarded $1,400 in
grant funding to Abby Kelley faculty and
staff to support activities and needs which
were outside the District budget.

The Foundation was able to fund these
requests with money raised from the
Foundation's annual Golf Tournament
held in June 2021 and through donations
from friends and families of Abby Kelley.

Please consider making a donation to the
Educational Foundation to support the
Foundation's efforts to provide additional
resources to faculty and staff, for the
benefit of our students.

Social Media Spotlight

There are Social Media pages specific to
the Elementary School PTO, Middle School
PTO, High School Booster Club, and

(Top Photo)

The Middle School participated in
STEM Week activities to promote

student's interests the areas of
Science, Technology, Engineering

and Math.

For news and updates across the
District, follow Abby Kelley on

Social Media!

(Bottom Photo)

Members of the High School's Youth
Against Homelessness (YAH) Club
put together over 100 treat bags for

children and families currently in
shelters here in Worcester.

These links (below) bring you to the
District's official pages

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/WebLink.aspx?name=E346655&id=14


various student organizations as well. Be
sure to follow them all to stay connected
and informed.      

https://www.facebook.com/AKFCPS
http://www.twitter.com/AKFCPS
http://www.instagram.com/akfcps

