
Abby Kelley Foster Charter School
Greetings Abby Kelley families and staff:

As we move further into the school year, we continue to assess the needs of
everyone in our community; in the classrooms and throughout the District.
Assuring our student's educational, social and emotional needs, and of course
their health and safety, are the guiding principles for everyone here at Abby
Kelley.

Thank you to nearly 700 members of our community who have provided
consent for testing. Your commitment to keeping our community safe is evident
in these numbers. At this time, we have suspended the weekly routine COVID
testing due to staffing and logistical issues. We may begin the routine "pooled"
testing again if/when the situation warrants. In the meantime, we continue to
provide:

Symptomatic Testing for students and staff who show symptoms of
COVID while they are at school; (Please don't send your student to
school sick expecting the nurses to test them; please keep them home
and/or take them to their Doctor for a proper evaluation.)

Test and Stay for students and staff who are a close contact while in
school but are not showing symptoms. (We are not allowed to test
students who are close contacts from exposures at home or in the
community.)

You can still register your student online. Having consent from a parent or
guardian already in place, is a tremendous help to our Nurses. We appreciate
your consideration and time to complete this process.

I will continue to notify you of positive CoVID cases each night (as needed).
Our COVID Operations web page is updated with information you many need;
District Health Protocols (which have been translated), contact information for
our School Nurses, reporting of COVID cases within the District, etc.

I hope I will see many of you at the Football game on Friday night, which is the
first home game of the AKFCS Football Team. This game will culminate Spirit
Week which includes Boys/Girls Soccer, Girls Volleyball, and Cross Country.
Be sure to check out our Athletics calendar for times/locations.

One final note: please join me in wishing Katelyn Cox, a member of the First

https://www.cic-health.com/consent/ma?district=null
https://www.akfcs.org/parents-students/covid-19-operations-2020-2021/
https://www.akfcs.org/schools/high/departments/athletics/


Grade Team at the Elementary School, all the best as she runs her first
Marathon (Boston) on Monday, October 11, 2021. Ms. Cox is running in
support of the Friends of the Hopkinton Public Library; GOOD LUCK Ms. Cox!

Have a great week and as always, be well!

Best

Heidi

Heidi Paluk
Interim Executive Director
Abby Kelley Foster Charter Public School
hpaluk@akfcs.org or 508-854-8400 ext. 3635

Student participation in Clubs/Athletics

As a District we are committed to providing opportunities for our students to
experience activities/interest outside of the classroom. Now that October is
here, Athletics are underway and after-school clubs/activities are starting in the
Middle and High School.

We hope you will encourage your student to participate in these opportunities
offered at Abby Kelley as it not only engages them in productive activities after-
school, it continues to build a sense of community among our District.

Although there are nominal fees associated with many of these activities,
financial concerns should not be a barrier to participating. Please reach out to
your Principal and we will work with you to assure your student is able to
participate.

Important Dates

Friday, October 8, 2021
Early Dismissal K-12

Monday, October 11, 2021
No School

Wednesday, October 27, 2021
Early Dismissal K-12 &

Board of Trustees Meeting

Please visit the District Calendar for a full listing of events and programs.

Addressing Social Media Fads

Like other schools across the country, Social Media challenges have been
come a popular, yet destructive activity with a few of our students. The
Principals continue to address this type of behavior as being against the
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character virtues we expect our students to display at Abby Kelley.

Please speak with your student(s) to make them aware that there are very real
consequences to their actions if they participate in these activities. For the
safety of the Abby Kelley Community these incidents will not be tolerated.

School Breakfast and Lunches
We are pleased to be able to offer EVERY Abby Kelley student a free
breakfast and/or lunch daily through a State funded program. Students who
arrive to school late or like to wait before they eat breakfast, are offered free
breakfast through our Breakfast After the Bell program. We are glad to offer
our students a nutritional start to each day.

Menus for each schools are available on the Nutrition Services webpage.
(Please note that due to ongoing supply chain issues, we might have to provide meal substitutions. We
apologize for the inconvenience.) 

Follow Abby Kelley on Social Media

There are Social Media pages specific to
the Elementary School PTO, Middle School
PTO, High School Booster Club, and
various student organizations as well. Be
sure to follow them all to stay connected
and informed.

Visit our social media pages to see
some of the fun and educational
activities our students are doing

during the day.

Boston Globe Magazine printed an
article of statewide educational

leaders reflecting on the return to
school this fall. Our Interim Executive
Director, Heidi Paluk, was part of the
spotlight. Check our the story here!

For news and updates across the District,
follow Abby Kelley on Social Media.

These links (below) bring you to the
District's official pages
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