
Abby Kelley Foster Charter School
Good afternoon Abby Kelley families and staff:

We are about to mark the first full month back in school and I thank everyone
for their hard work, support, and patience as we transitioned our students into
the routine of classes, homework, sports, bus rides, and CoVID protection. We
are happy to have ALL of our students back in person. Abby Kelley will
continue to prioritize the safety and health of our entire community.

I know you hear from me (nearly) nightly about positive CoVID cases at Abby
Kelley. As I mentioned at the start of the year, I will continue to share with you
at/about 6:00 p.m. each night if we have a positive CoVID case(s). We are
required to report every case (whether a staff or student) to the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) and our local Department of
Public Health (DPH). We track all CoVID cases on our website.

We had two weeks of in-school COVID Testing which resulted in no additional
positive cases for students and/or staff. Thank you to nearly 700 members of
our community who have provided consent for testing. Families are
encouraged to still sign up their student up for the in-school testing, online. The
testing models we are using at Abby Kelley are;

Symptomatic Testing for students and staff who show symptoms of
CoVID while they are at school;

Routine COVID Safety Checks to prevent the spread of the
virus among students and staff who are not showing symptoms;

Test and Stay for students and staff who are a close contact while in
school but are not showing symptoms.

These tests require a quick, non-invasive nasal swab that is collected under
the supervision of a school nurse. Tests are free to all staff and students,
regardless of vaccination status, and there is no limit to the number of
times a student or staff member may participate in this testing during the
school year.

In addition to the testing;

Abby Kelley has a mandatory mask policy for ALL staff, students, visitors,
and volunteers;

https://www.akfcs.org/parents-students/covid-19-operations-2020-2021/
https://www.akfcs.org/parents-students/covid-19-operations-2020-2021/
https://www.cic-health.com/consent/ma?district=null


Students wear masks on buses to and from school;

Abby Kelley will continue with cleaning and sanitizing protocols daily.

We know that a partnership between home and school is important for our
student's success. I am thankful for the continued hard work of the teachers
and staff, the perseverance of the students, and the support of the families.

Thank you for your continued patience and understanding in keeping our
community safe

Best

Heidi

Heidi Paluk
Interim Executive Director
Abby Kelley Foster Charter Public School
hpaluk@akfcs.org or 508-854-8400 ext 3635

p.s. Please continue to check our website for information and updates, we
want you to have the information you need!

Important Dates of No School

Friday, October 8, 2021
Early Dismissal K-12

Monday, October 11, 2021
No School

Please visit the District Calendar for a full listing of events and programs.

Please complete this survey for AKFCS

During the past year, schools across the country were granted additional
money to support with students get "back on track" from CoVID. Although
CoVID is still very much a part of our daily educational lives, we are planning
for the future recovery from this virus. 

Some of the Federal money comes with a requirement that we solicit input
from families, staff, and the local community on how Abby Kelley should
use this money. The feedback from this survey will help inform our planning,
our grant proposal, and our future priorities at Abby Kelley, especially as we
recover from CoVID eventually.

Please take this 2 question survey no later than Tuesday, September 28.

School Breakfast and Lunches

http://www.akfcs.org/
http://www.akfcs.org
http://www.akfcs.org/events
http://www.akfcs.org
https://forms.gle/jVxpU27AqWA6LefA6


We are pleased to be able to offer every Abby Kelley student a free breakfast
and/or lunch daily through a State funded program. Students who may need
a bit more time before they eat breakfast in the morning or if they got to school
late, are offered breakfast through our Breakfast After the Bell program.

Menus* for each or our schools are available on the Nutrition Services
webpage. *Supply chain issues continue to affect every aspect of our lives, and we at Abby Kelley are
experiencing some of these issues relative to our Nutrition Program. Our Nutrition Services staff will do all
they can to update necessary changes to the menus, however there may need to be menu
substitutions. We apologize for the inconvenience.

The Nutrition Services Departments is actively collecting new application forms
for Free and Reduced meals from families who have not previously qualified.
Families who are already qualified, received a Direct Certification email in the
late summer.

If you feel your family would now qualify, there is an application process to
support families to access food resources. Families are encouraged to visit the
Nutrition Services website for additional information.

Follow Abby Kelley on Social Media
We have shared many great pictures

of our first few weeks of school
across our Social Media platforms,

have you seen them?

For news and updates across the District,
follow Abby Kelley on Social Media.

These links (below) bring you to the
District's official pages

     
There are Social Media pages specific to
the Elementary School PTO, Middle School
PTO, High School Booster Club, and
various student organizations as well. Be
sure to follow them all to stay connected
and informed.

https://www.akfcs.org/parents-students/nutrition-services/
https://www.akfcs.org/parents-students/nutrition-services/
https://www.facebook.com/AKFCPS
http://www.twitter.com/AKFCPS
http://www.instagram.com/akfcps

