
Grade 4 Summer Reading – 2021

Every student attending Abby Kelley Foster Charter Middle School is REQUIRED to
read two books during the summer.  Each student will read the required book on the list
for his/her grade level along with one additional choice book from the list attached.

Grade Required Book
Students will participate in classroom activities during the first 2 weeks of school to
assess their understanding of the grade level required text.

INCOMING 4TH GRADE

Required Book Author

Because of Winn Dixie
The summer Opal and her father, the preacher, move to Naomi, Florida, Opal goes
into the Winn-Dixie supermarket and comes out with a dog. A big, ugly, suffering dog
with a sterling sense of humor. A dog she dubs Winn-Dixie. Because of Winn-Dixie,
the preacher tells Opal ten things about her absent mother, one for each year Opal has
been alive. Winn-Dixie is better at making friends than anyone Opal has ever known,
and together they meet the local librarian, Miss Franny Block, who once fought off a
bear with a copy of War and Peace. They meet Gloria Dump, who is nearly blind but
sees with her heart, and Otis, an ex-con who sets the animals in his pet shop loose
after hours, then lulls them with his guitar. Opal spends all that sweet summer
collecting stories about her new friends, and thinking about her mother. But because
of Winn-Dixie or perhaps because she has grown, Opal learns to let go, just a little,
and that friendship-and forgiveness-can sneak up on you like a sudden summer storm.

DiCamillo,
Kate

Personal Choice Book Summer Reading Assignment
For this year’s summer reading, you will complete a book journal around the book you
have chosen from the Personal Choice Book List.  You must complete the front and back
cover of the journal and 6 out of the 10 pages of the online journal.  This will be your
“ticket” to our annual pizza lunch book group.  Students who do not complete their
journal will not be allowed to participate in the pizza party book clubs. The journal can be
found in the Summer Reading Google Classroom or on the AKFCS website, and is due to
your homeroom teacher no later than Friday, August 27th.
Journal to print: Click this link
Journal Digital: Click this link and make a copy

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2wIwwcDi0CzbzA1QU4wcXZkbzZ5XzR1MW9YT2hkYUlobEUw/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eIPt0gUZJm0A_qgQHkh9JM-v5hVq8wmlMdo2aTQyd6o/edit?usp=sharing


Personal Choice Books
(All students must read at least one during the summer and must complete the journal provided)

Incoming 4th & 5th Grade Author

Song for a Whale

From fixing the class computer to repairing old radios, twelve-year-old Iris is a
tech genius. But she's the only deaf person in her school, so people often treat
her like she's not very smart. If you've ever felt like no one was listening to you,
then you know how hard that can be.

When she learns about Blue 55, a real whale who is unable to speak to other
whales, Iris understands how he must feel. Then she has an idea: she should
invent a way to "sing" to him! But he's three thousand miles away. How will she
play her song for him?

Lynne Kelly

Winterbourne Home for Vengeance and Valor

April didn't mean to start the fire. She wasn’t the one who broke the vase. April
didn’t ask to go live in a big, creepy mansion with a bunch of orphans who just
don't understand that April isn’t like them. After all, April’s mother is coming
back for her someday very soon.

All April has to do is find the clues her mother left inside the massive mansion.
But Winterborne House is hiding more than one secret, so April and her friends
are going to have to work together to unravel the riddle of a missing heir, a
creepy legend, and a mysterious key before the only home they’ve ever known is
lost to them forever.

Ally Carter

Pie in the Sky

When eleven-year-old Jingwen moves to a new country, he feels like he's landed
on Mars. School is torture, making friends is impossible since he doesn’t speak
English, and he's often stuck looking after his (extremely irritating) little brother,
Yanghao.

To distract himself from the loneliness, Jingwen daydreams about making all the
cakes on the menu of Pie in the Sky, the bakery his father had planned to open
before he unexpectedly passed away. The only problem is his mother has laid
down one major rule: the brothers are not to use the oven while she's at work. As
Jingwen and Yanghao bake elaborate cakes, they'll have to cook up elaborate
excuses to keep the cake-making a secret from Mama.

Told in prose and graphic novel elements, this middle-grade novel is about a

Remy Lai



boy's immigration experience, his annoying little brother, and their cake-baking
hijinks!

Explorer Academy: The Nebula Secret

Cruz leaves his tranquil home in Hawaii to join 23 talented kids from around the
globe to train at the Explorer Academy with the world's leading scientists to
become the next generation of great explorers. But for Cruz, there's more at
stake. No sooner has he arrived at the Academy than he discovers that his family
has a mysterious past with the organization that could jeopardize his future. In
the midst of codebreaking and cool classes, new friends and augmented reality
expeditions, Cruz must tackle the biggest question of all: Who is out to get him,
and why?

Readers can get in on the excitement with puzzles and codes embedded
throughout.

Trudi Trueit

President of the Whole 5th Grade

When Brianna Justice's hero, the famous celebrity chef Miss Delicious, speaks at
her school and traces her own success back to being president of her fifth grade
class, Brianna determines she must do the same. She just knows that becoming
president of her class is the first step toward her own cupcake-baking empire!

But when new student Jasmine Moon announces she is also running for
president, Brianna learns that she may have more competition than she expected.
Will Brianna be able to stick to her plan of working with her friends to win the
election fairly? Or will she jump at the opportunity to steal votes from Jasmine
by revealing an embarrassing secret?

This hilarious, heartfelt novel will appeal to any reader with big dreams, and the
determination to achieve them.

Sherri Winston


